
Film Financing, Marketing 
& Distribution - Lecture

Lecture on film financing, marketing & 
distribution.

~ What is Film Financing?

~ Effective Film Marketing & Advertising

~Resources & Additional Materials



QUOTE:



The Filmmaking Process:

1. Development (Finalize Script, Budgeting & Fundraising)
2. Pre-Production (Crew/Talent, Permits, Planning & Locations)
3. Production (Principal Photography & Making of the Film)
4. Post-Production (Editing, Color Grading & Deliverables)
5. Marketing & Distribution (Paid Ads, Publicity & Exhibition)



What is Film Financing?

Film financing is an aspect of film production that occurs during 
the development stage prior to pre-production and is concerned 
with determining the potential value of a proposed film.

(Source: Google Search, Wikipedia.org)



Types of Financing

1. Crowdsourcing and Crowdfunding
2. Grants, Stipends, Scholarships & Fellowships
3. Banks or Lending Institutions - Debt Financing
4. Tax Incentives, Credits and other Tax Breaks
5. Rich Uncles, Family or Friends
6. Private Equity Investors
7. Sponsorships (Businesses, Nonprofits & Other 

types of Organizations)



VIDEO 
“The #1 Rule of Film Financing, by Blaine 

Weaver” on Film Courage:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L61fR3tfgIA


What is Film Marketing and Distribution?

01 Film Marketing: 

Also known as movie advertising or movie promotion, is using 
the media and other platforms to try and get people interested 
in a film so that they want to spend their money to see it.

02 Film Distribution: 

Process of making a movie available for viewing by an audience. 
Essentially, where and how will the film be shown, the mediums 
and platforms that it will be seen on, and when (or release date).

(Source: Google Search, Wikipedia.org)



How to Develop an 
Effective Marketing Strategy

1. Determine a Clear Film Genre

2. Be Creative & Unique (Stand Out)

3. Who is your Target Audience

4. What Platforms Are They Using

5. Demographics & Psychographics

6. Set Aside a Reasonable Budget

7. Develop & Focus on a Niche

8. Use a Professional  Ad Company

9. Track & Analyze Results





Quote:

“...cultivate those 
relationships to the 
point where the 
message is no 
longer put forth 
solely by you, but 
carried and 
broadcasted by 
those who have 
responded to it.”

“Crowdsourcing For 
Filmmakers”

Written by:

Richard Botto



Quote:

“Independent 
filmmakers can’t 
play the game by 
the same rules 
that everyone else 
is playing by.”

Rise of the 
Filmtrepreneur

Written by:

Alex Ferrari



Quote:

“Innovation in 
technology 
means that 
almost anyone 
can make an 
independent film 
these days .”

The Insider’s Guide to 
Independent Film 
Distribution

Written by:

Stacy Parks

Innovation in technology means that almost 
anyone can make an independent film these 
days



Quote:

“Go from working 
in your business, 
to working on 
your business.”

The E-Myth Revisited

Written by:

Michael E. Gerber



VIDEO 
“A Beginner’s Guide to Film Financing, 

by Emily Corcoran”:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJZ-RkxSyjs


Thank you!

Now go out there an make a film!


